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see an English ambulance," he wrote, after
describing the fighting at the Alma. " Our men
were sent to the sea, three miles distant, on
jolting arabas or tedious litters. The French -
I am tired of the antithesis - had well-appointed
covered hospital vans, to hold ten or twelve men,
drawn by fine mules, and their wounded were
sent in much greater comfort than our poor
fellows, so far as I saw/*
In later despatches he recurred again and again
to the lack of care for the wounded and the
failure   of  the   medical   organisation.     Other
reports confirmed  his  indictment that  doctors
were   overworked,   medical   supplies   quite  in-
adequate, the commonest necessities of hospitals
lacking.   Russell's despatches - they are collected
in  Tike War, published in 1855-had a virility
and outspokenness which was something new in
articles from the scene of hostilities.   The Crimean
War was the first in which *c Our Special Corre-
spondent " assumed an important position, and
it may be said that never since have war corre-
spondents had such liberty of expression.    The
Russians gained valuable information from the
published reports of correspondents, who some-
times disclosed plans which should have been
carefully guarded.   One Russian general frankly
admitted that the success of his countermining
had been due to the news that he had picked up
from a London newspaper of the mining opera-
tions of the allies.
If the correspondents were often indiscreet,